Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, R. Gaffney, Carter, K. Brown, Wilson, Dennis and Morgan: 
RESOLUTION 2017-406
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DOCTOR ARNETT GIRARDEAU ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SELECTION TO THE FLORIDA CIVIL RIGHTS HALL OF FAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Arnett Elysus Girardeau, a Jacksonville native, was the sixth child born to English Girardeau and Annette Limbric Girardeau on July 15, 1929. He graduated from Stanton Senior High School in 1947. He earned a bachelor’s of science degree and a Doctor of Dental Surgery (D.D.S.) from Howard University. Mr. Girardeau is married to his life partner Matilda Carolyn Lee, and to this union of almost 51 years, they were blessed with two children, Arnetta and Arnett, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Girardeau was drafted in 1952 through the Selective Service System into the United States Army during the Korean War immediately after graduation. During his two years of service, he worked as a high speed radio operator and was eventually promoted as an instructor for radio operators. Due to his strong work ethic and leadership abilities, he received a leadership scholarship for non-commissioned officers for being the top student in his class. Also, Mr. Girardeau was awarded the American Spirit Honor Medal by the Citizens Committee for the Army, Navy and Air Force, Inc. This medallion is awarded in recognition of outstanding qualities of leadership and the best expression of American spirit—honor, initiative, loyalty, and high example to comrades in arms that promote closer relationships between the Armed Forces and the civil communities. In 1954, Arnett Girardeau returned to Jacksonville for a short time before leaving to attend graduate school at Wayne State University. It didn’t take him long to realize that it was entirely too cold in Detroit, Michigan for a Floridian and later he enrolled at Fisk University. Destiny would eventually relocate Mr. Girardeau back to his trusted alma mater, Howard University to earn his D.D.S. in 1962; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Arnett Girardeau’s introduction to the civil rights movement began on the evening of Friday, August 26, 1960, upon his return to Jacksonville for a quick visit before the beginning of clinical sessions at Howard. Arnett Girardeau was asked by a close friend, Mr. Rutledge Pearson to attend a NAACP crisis meeting with him that evening. The purpose of the meeting was to finalize plans for the scheduled sit-in protest on the next day, Saturday, August 27, 1960, at downtown businesses that would later become known as the infamous “Axe Handle Saturday”. Dr. Girardeau was considered a group captain and was one of the front leaders in the march to downtown. Ironically, those 24 hours were supposed to be a relaxed and joyous time with family and ultimately the actions of that day changed Dr. Arnett Girardeau’s life perspective and purpose; and  
WHEREAS, after graduating with his second degree and working as an instructor with the College of Dentistry, Dr. Girardeau returned to Jacksonville in 1962 and started his dentist practice and civil rights work. He became the vice president of the Jacksonville Chapter of the NACCP from 1962-1966. Dr. Girardeau’s many civil rights efforts led him to becoming the first African-American elected to the Florida Legislature. He served as a member of the Florida House of Representatives from 1976-1982 until his election as a Florida State Senator from 1983-1993. Additionally, Dr. Girardeau became the first African-American Senate President Pro Tempore and was a founding member and chairman of the Florida Conference of Black State Legislators; and

WHEREAS, Arnett Girardeau has been a civil rights champion and dedicated servant for the people. His many community service involvements and accomplishments include: founding member of the Jacksonville Anti-Poverty Program; president of the Community Urban Development Council; member of the Mayor’s Task Force on East Jacksonville Civil Disorder; president of Black Community Coalition; chairman of Affirmative Action Committee; Florida  Advisory Committee to the Federal Civil Rights Commission;  Jacksonville Metropolitan Criminal Justice Advisory Council; Florida  Human  Relations Commission; Governor's Advisory Council on Minority Enterprise Development; Council of Leadership for Community  Advancement; Mayor's Jacksonville Council on Citizens Involvement; Community Relations Commission  "Award  for Outstanding Service"; Phi Delta Kappa  National Sorority "Award  for Dedicated  Service  in Civic Affairs"; Florida  Human Relations Commission  Legislative  Achievement Award; Florida Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical Award; Florida Junior College Student Government Award; and State Action Council Award, just to name a few; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Dr. Arnett Girardeau, a major civil rights leader and a great American, for his well-deserved selection to the Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame, in recognition of his noble and assiduous efforts in the fight against segregation and discrimination; and urges citizens to commit to fighting for justice and fairness for all people.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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